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Senate 
The Senate was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 3, 2012, at 12 noon. 

House of Representatives 
The House met at 11 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. LATOURETTE). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
January 3, 2012. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable STEVEN C. 
LATOURETTE to act as Speaker pro tempore 
on this day. 

JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Loving God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another year. 

We give You thanks, also, for the 
first session of the 112th Congress and 
Your sustaining us with Your presence, 
wisdom, patience, and love. May the 
positive work done for the benefit of so 
many millions of Americans be an of-
fering to You and a fulfillment of Your 
will that all Your children would be 
loved and cared for. 

We ask as well Your forgiveness for 
the smallness of actions on some occa-
sions and the inability to work to-
gether when so many were adversely 
affected. We know that this is not what 
You wish for us, not what the Amer-
ican people wish for our Nation, and 
not what the Members of this people’s 
House have been elected for. 

We ask Your blessing now on each 
Member of Congress that they might be 

their best selves in representing not 
only their constituents but also the en-
tire American citizenry. They have 
taken oaths to do so. Give them the 
strength and the wisdom to succeed. 

We thank You as well for this mar-
velous forum where the important 
business of this Nation has been done 
in the past and will be done in the up-
coming second session. May the work 
being done be guided by Your Spirit. 

May all that we do be done for Your 
greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(a) of House Resolution 
493, the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings is approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 3 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess 
subject to the call of the Chair. 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. LATOURETTE) at 11 
o’clock and 55 minutes a.m. 

f 

HOUSE BILLS APPROVED BY THE 
PRESIDENT 

The President notified the Clerk of 
the House that on the following dates, 
he had approved and signed bills of the 
following titles: 

December 23, 2011: 
H.R. 2055. An act making appropriations 

for military construction, the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, and related agencies for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2012, and 
for other purposes. 

H.R. 3672. An act making appropriations 
for disaster relief requirements for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2012, and for other 
purposes. 

H.R. 3765. An act to extend the payroll tax 
holiday, unemployment compensation, Medi-
care physician payment, provide for the con-
sideration of the Keystone XL pipeline, and 
for other purposes. 

December 31, 2011: 
H.R. 1540. An act to authorize appropria-

tions for fiscal year 2012 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense activities 
of the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

f 

SENATE BILL APPROVED BY THE 
PRESIDENT 

The President notified the Clerk of 
the House that on the following date, 
he had approved and signed the bill of 
the Senate of the following title. 
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